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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR'S CALL ON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER 

1 . DURING MY FIRST CALL ON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND 
DEFENSE MINISTER GOH KENG SWEE AUGUST 18, HE MADE SOME 
COMMENTS ON INDOCHINA WHICH PERHAPS SHEDS SOME ADDITIONAL 
LIGHT ON HOW THE GOS SEES DEVELOPMENTS THERE. 

2. GOH BELIEVES THAT THE THAI AND MALAYSIAN GOVERNMENTS 
ARE COPING REASONABLY WELL WITH THEIR PARALLEL PROBLEMS 
OF COMMUNIST INSURGENCIES AND HAVE BEEN ABLE TO ATTRACT 
A FAIR MEASURE OF POPULAR SUPPORT IN THEIR EFFORTS. HE 
SAID THAT ANY VERY VISIBLE OUTSIDE INTERVENTION IN SUPPORT 
OF THESE EFFORTS WOULD BE FOOLISH AND WOULD NOT HELP THE 
SITUATION. IN HIS WORDS, "IT IS GOOD FOR THEM TO MAINTAIN 
STRONG SELF RELIANCE." HE ALSO POINTED OUT THAT "VISIBLE" 

AMERICAN SUPPORT SIMPLY ENCOURAGES INCREASED PARTICIPATION 
IN THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT THROUGH CRIES OF INTERVENTION. 

3. ON KAMPUCHEA, GOH MENTIONED A MANIFESTO BY POL POT OR 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SINGAP 03872 300847Z 

IENG SARY WHICH HE SAYS SPELLED OUT IN DETAIL THE RATIONALE 
FOR THE BRUTAL POLICY THEY ARE NOW PURSUING; I.E., THE 
EXTERMINATION OF THE EDUCATED CLASSES, DISPERSAL OF URBAN 
PEOPLES, AND RETURN TO A PEASANT POPULATION ARE ESSENTIAL 
TO THE CREATION OF A PURE SOCIALIST COUNTRY. (WE HAVE NOT 
BEEN ABLE TO IDENTIFY THIS MANIFESTO). ECHOING A COMMENT 
FREQUENTLY MADE BY THE PRIME MINISTER, GOH SAID THAT IT IS 
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WISE TO TAKE COMMUNIST LEADERS AT THEIR WORD. 

4. ALSO, I COULDN'T HELP BUT NOTE AFP REPORT FROM BANGKOK THAT 
APPEARED IN THE AUGUST 29 STRAITS TIMES WHICH DESCRIBES 
ADVANCES OF PRO-VIETNAMESE KAMPUCHEAN REBEL FORCES, AND 
REPORTS "MILITARY OBSERVERS" AS PREDICTING THE COLLAPSE 

OF THE KAMPUCHEAN GOVERNMENT. SHOULD THIS HAPPEN, IT WOULD POSE 
A SERIOUS AND IMMEDIATE POLICY DILEMMA FOR CHINA. THIS OBSER- 
VATION IS MADE IN RECOGNITION OF THE SERIOUS PROBLEMS THAT 
PRESENTLY EXIST WITH VIETNAM. AND THE FACT THAT IT CANNOT 
AFFORD THE TOTAL DEFEAT OF ITS ONLY INDOCHINESE ALLY. 

5. ON VIETNAM, GOH SAID THAT HE BELIEVES THAT THE SRV ACTIONS 
WHICH HAVE LED TO THE EXODUS OF CHINESE ARE DIRECTED AGAINST 
THE ENTREPRENEURIAL CLASS, NOT AGAINST THE CHINESE AS A RACE. 
COMMENT: WE HAD EARLIER HEARD THIS INTERPRETATION FROM AN MFA 
OFFICIAL. IT ACCORDS. INCIDENTALLY, WITH THAT OF SOME OF THE 
REFUGEES INTERVIEWED RECENTLY BY EMBASSY BANGKOK. GOH SIMPLY 
CONCLUDED THAT THIS IS A "NATURAL" STEP PARTICULARLY IN THE 
TRANSFORMATION OF SOUTH VIETNAM. 

KNEIP 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRIME MINISTER, AMBASSADORS, MEETING REPORTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 30 aug 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978SINGAP03872 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780355-0302 
Format: TEL 
From: SINGAPORE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1978088/aaaaagfu.tel 

Line Count: 83 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 91c2ea65-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 06 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1783335 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: AMBASSADORYS CALL ON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, SN. MY, TH, (GOH KENG SWEE) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/91c2ea65-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



